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Course Objectives: Given the multidisciplinary nature of the course, the core objectives is to 

understand the structural and functional aspects of prison systems in colonial India. It is also to 

explore certain legal and penal policies while taking references from specific case studies which 

have both historical and legal significance. Additionally, through this course jails and prisons 

would be also understood through the people involved in it (be it the prisoners themselves or the 

administration) and the rules and regulations implemented from time to time. The course, being 

confined to a specified period of time, is also intended to help students understand the ways in 

which colonial policies were implemented vis a vis the nature of crimes and criminals in British 

India. The course would also highlight one or two case studies within the time frame of the study 

so as to make critical assessments through the history and existing confinement practices. 

Overall the course would give an idea to the students about colonial practices in relation to the 

penal system and how certain historical developments can still find its continuity in the post-

colonial times in India. 

 

Teaching Methodology: 

The methodology in this course is that of a lecture oriented course. The teaching methodology 

shall be participatory teaching with discussions on the topics included. The students are informed 

in advance of the topic for discussion and the topic of the project / assignment they have to 

prepare. The students prepare their topics from the sources suggested to them. The students are 

also encouraged to do independent research on their respective assignments which are then 

presented followed by an interactive question and answer session. The teacher will also be 

helping and guiding the students in their pursuits of learning throughout the course. 

 

Learning Outcomes: By the end of the course the student should be able to: 

1. Understand the idea of prison systems in colonial India 

2. Make a connection between history and confinement politics of a particular time period 

3. Also understand why history becomes important to make sense of the continuities in the 

corresponding times 

4. Understand how colonialism in India had an impact on the way of governance with 

prisons being an important institution. 

5. Reconstruct how social factors were also associated with crime and governance. 

 

Module I 

The history of the colonial prison: Ideologies of the Raj; The modern and colonial prison; 

construction of the British Prison, Bengal as a referential site in the 1800s; profiling Indian 

criminals; Social order, crime, and governance; Prison administration, Types of prisoners over 

the course of colonial India. 



 

 

 

Module II 

Penality and Politics: Rules and regulations; Prison reforms; Prison Act of 1870, 1894; 

Thuggee and the Company; Uprising of 1857 and incarceration in its wake; prison reforms, 

prisons and diseases; Case Studies  
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